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We have all heard that Advent is a season of expectation.  Itôs a 

reminder that God was about to bring forth something truly wondrous 

in the world. Even at a time of extreme oppression, poverty and 

suffering.  Maybe especiallyat such a time!

This particular Adventseason seems unlike any other that the Church has 

known. In some ways it is. But in other respects, itôs very much like other points 

in Church history.

Why do I say that?  Well, when the dusty cobwebs of superstition and legalism 

held the Church in what seemed like a death grip, God brought forth 

Reformation.  Suddenly, every plow boy and milkmaid had access to Godôs 

word and could realize a personal relationship with Jesus on their own, with or 

without the aid of a priest or pope.
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Mission Statement

SEEKéa deeper knowledge of Jesus Christ

SHAREéthe love and compassion of Christ

SERVEéothers with open hearts

SHINEéwith Christôs light, illuminating our world.
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When the Church was racially segregated and little emphasis 

was placed on the Holy Spirit, God brought forth the Azusa 

Street revivals early in the previous century. Suddenly, 

people of all races were experiencing the Holy Spirit together 

and in some stunning ways.

I could share additional examples. What I want to be - yes, right in the midst of 

an unhappy pandemic - is alive to what God might wish to bring forth now.  In 

me.  In you.  In the Church and in the world.  Iôm going to ask God the question 

each day of Advent, Christmas and Epiphany:  ñHoly Spirit, what is it that you 

want to bring forth?  Please, please -move me out of your way. Amen.ò


