Tuesday, May 12th

COLLECT: (Remain Standing)

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding:
Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things,
may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever Amen.

First Reading: Leviticus 26:1-20 (Please be seated)
Reader: A reading from the book of Leviticus.

You shall make for yourselves no idols and erect no carved images or pillars, and you shall not
place figured stones in your land, to worship at them; for | am the Lord your God. You shall keep
my sabbaths and reverence my sanctuary: | am the Lord.

If you follow my statutes and keep my commandments and observe them faithfully, | will give
you your rains in their season, and the land shall yield its produce, and the trees of the field shall
yield their fruit. Your threshing shall overtake the vintage, and the vintage shall overtake the
sowing; you shall eat your bread to the full, and live securely in your land. And | will grant peace
in the land, and you shall lie down, and no one shall make you afraid; | will remove dangerous
animals from the land, and no sword shall go through your land. You shall give chase to your
enemies, and they shall fall before you by the sword. Five of you shall give chase to a hundred,
and a hundred of you shall give chase to ten thousand; your enemies shall fall before you by the
sword. | will look with favour upon you and make you fruitful and multiply you; and | will
maintain my covenant with you. You shall eat old grain long stored, and you shall have to clear
out the old to make way for the new. | will place my dwelling in your midst, and | shall not abhor
you. And | will walk among you, and will be your God, and you shall be my people. | am the Lord
your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be their slaves no more; | have broken
the bars of your yoke and made you walk erect.

But if you will not obey me, and do not observe all these commandments, if you spurn my
statutes, and abhor my ordinances, so that you will not observe all my commandments, and you
break my covenant, | in turn will do this to you: | will bring terror on you; consumption and fever
that waste the eyes and cause life to pine away. You shall sow your seed in vain, for your
enemies shall eat it. | will set my face against you, and you shall be struck down by your
enemies; your foes shall rule over you, and you shall flee though no one pursues you. And if in
spite of this you will not obey me, | will continue to punish you sevenfold for your sins. | will
break your proud glory, and | will make your sky like iron and your earth like copper. Your
strength shall be spent to no purpose: your land shall not yield its produce, and the trees of the
land shall not yield their fruit.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God



Psalm 78

Reader: Let us pray together the words of Psalm 78.

1 Hear my teaching, O my people; *
incline your ears to the words of my mouth.

2 | will open my mouth in a parable; *
| will declare the mysteries of ancient times.

3 That which we have heard and known,
and what our forefathers have told us, *
we will not hide from their children.

4 We will recount to generations to come
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, *
and the wonderful works he has done.

5 He gave his decrees to Jacob
and established a law for Israel, *
which he commanded them to teach their children;

6 That the generations to come might know,
and the children yet unborn; *
that they in their turn might tell it to their children;

7 So that they might put their trust in God, *
and not forget the deeds of God,
but keep his commandments;

8 And not be like their forefathers,

a stubborn and rebellious generation, *

a generation whose heart was not steadfast,
and whose spirit was not faithful to God.

9 The people of Ephraim, armed with the bow, *
turned back in the day of battle;

10 They did not keep the covenant of God, *
and refused to walk in his law;

11 They forgot what he had done, *
and the wonders he had shown them.

12 He worked marvels in the sight of their
forefathers, *
in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan.

13 He split open the sea and let them pass through; *
he made the waters stand up like walls.

14 He led them with a cloud by day, *
and all the night through with a glow of fire.

15 He split the hard rocks in the wilderness *
and gave them drink as from the great deep.

16 He brought streams out of the cliff, *
and the waters gushed out like rivers.

17 But they went on sinning against him, *
rebelling in the desert against the Most High.

18 They tested God in their hearts, *
demanding food for their craving.

19 They railed against God and said, *
"Can God set a table in the wilderness?

20 True, he struck the rock, the waters gushed out,
and the gullies overflowed; *

but is he able to give bread

or to provide meat for his people?"

21 When the Lord heard this, he was full of wrath; *
a fire was kindled against Jacob,
and his anger mounted against Israel;

22 For they had no faith in God, *
nor did they put their trust in his saving power.

23 So he commanded the clouds above *
and opened the doors of heaven.

24 He rained down manna upon them to eat *
and gave them grain from heaven.

25 So mortals ate the bread of angels; *
he provided for them food enough.

26 He caused the east wind to blow in the heavens *
and led out the south wind by his might.

27 He rained down flesh upon them like dust *
and winged birds like the sand of the sea.

28 He let it fall in the midst of their camp *
and round about their dwellings.

29 So they ate and were well filled, *
for he gave them what they craved.

30 But they did not stop their craving, *
though the food was still in their mouths.

31 So God's anger mounted against them; *
he slew their strongest men
and laid low the youth of Israel.

32 In spite of all this, they went on sinning *
and had no faith in his wonderful works.



33 So he brought their days to an end like a breath * 37 Their heart was not steadfast toward him, *
and their years in sudden terror. and they were not faithful to his covenant.

34 Whenever he slew them, they would seek him, * 38 But he was so merciful that he forgave their sins
and repent, and diligently search for God. and did not destroy them; *

35 They would remember that God was their rock, *  Many times he held back his anger
and the Most High God their redeemer. and did not permit his wrath to be roused.
36 But they flattered him with their mouths * 39 For he remembered that they were but flesh, *

and lied to him with their tongues. a breath that goes forth and does not return.

1 Timothy 2:1-6 (Please be seated)

Reader: A reading from the First book of Timothy.

First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings should be
made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our
Saviour, who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For

there is one God;
there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,
who gave himself a ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God

Matthew 13:18-23 (Piecase stand as you are able)

Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

‘Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was
sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and
when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls

away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of
the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown
on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and
yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.’

Priest: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Christ



