Tuesday, December 30t

COLLECT: (Remain Standing)

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus
Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Reading: 1 Kings 17:17-24 (Please be seated)
Reader: A reading from the First book of Kings.

After this the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, became ill; his illness was so severe
that there was no breath left in him. She then said to Elijah, ‘What have you against me, O man
of God? You have come to me to bring my sin to remembrance, and to cause the death of my
son!” But he said to her, ‘Give me your son.” He took him from her bosom, carried him up into
the upper chamber where he was lodging, and laid him on his own bed. He cried out to the
Lord, ‘O Lord my God, have you brought calamity even upon the widow with whom | am
staying, by killing her son?’ Then he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried out
to the Lord, ‘O Lord my God, let this child’s life come into him again.’ The Lord listened to the
voice of Elijah; the life of the child came into him again, and he revived. Elijah took the child,
brought him down from the upper chamber into the house, and gave him to his mother; then
Elijah said, ‘See, your son is alive.” So the woman said to Elijah, ‘Now | know that you are a man
of God, and that the word of the Lord in your mouth is truth.’

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God

Psalm 20

Reader: Let us pray together the words of Psalm 20.

1 May the Lord answer you in the day of 6 Now | know that the Lord gives victory to

trouble, * his anointed; *

the Name of the God of Jacob defend you; he will answer him out of his holy heaven,

2 Send you help from his holy place * with the victorious strength of his right hand.

and strengthen you out of Zion; 7 Some put their trust in chariots and some
in horses, *

3 Remember all your offerings *

and accept your burnt sacrifice; but we will call upon the Name of the Lord

our God.
4 Grant you your heart's desire *

%
and prosper all your plans. 8 They collapse and fall down,

but we will arise and stand upright.
5 We will shout for joy at your victory

and triumph in the Name of our God; *
may the Lord grant all your requests.

9 O Lord, give victory to the king *
and answer us when we call.



3 John 1-15 (Please be seated)
Reader: A reading from the Third book of John.

The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom | love in truth.

Beloved, | pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, just as it is
well with your soul. | was overjoyed when some of the friends arrived and testified to your
faithfulness to the truth, namely, how you walk in the truth. | have no greater joy than this, to
hear that my children are walking in the truth.

Beloved, you do faithfully whatever you do for the friends, even though they are strangers to
you; they have testified to your love before the church. You will do well to send them onin a
manner worthy of God; for they began their journey for the sake of Christ, accepting no
support from non-believers. Therefore we ought to support such people, so that we may
become co-workers with the truth.

| have written something to the church; but Diotrephes, who likes to put himself first, does not
acknowledge our authority. So if | come, | will call attention to what he is doing in spreading
false charges against us. And not content with those charges, he refuses to welcome the
friends, and even prevents those who want to do so and expels them from the church.

Beloved, do not imitate what is evil but imitate what is good. Whoever does good is from God;
whoever does evil has not seen God. Everyone has testified favourably about Demetrius, and
so has the truth itself. We also testify for him, and you know that our testimony is true.

| have much to write to you, but | would rather not write with pen and ink; instead | hope to
see you soon, and we will talk together face to face.

Peace to you. The friends send you their greetings. Greet the friends there, each by name.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God

John 4:46-54 (Please stand as you are able)

Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Then he came again to Cana in Galilee where he had changed the water into wine. Now there
was a royal official whose son lay ill in Capernaum. When he heard that Jesus had come from
Judea to Galilee, he went and begged him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the
point of death. Then Jesus said to him, ‘Unless you see signs and wonders you will not
believe.” The official said to him, ‘Sir, come down before my little boy dies.” Jesus said to him,
‘Go; your son will live.” The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and started on his
way. As he was going down, his slaves met him and told him that his child was alive. So he
asked them the hour when he began to recover, and they said to him, ‘Yesterday at one in the
afternoon the fever left him.” The father realized that this was the hour when Jesus had said to
him, ‘Your son will live.” So he himself believed, along with his whole household. Now this was
the second sign that Jesus did after coming from Judea to Galilee.

Priest: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Christ



