Tuesday, March 19t JOSEPH

GUARDIAN OF OUR LORD (19 MAR NT)
COLLECT: (Remain Standing)

O God, who from the family of your servant David raised up Joseph to be the guardian of your
incarnate Son and the spouse of his virgin mother: Give us grace to imitate his uprightness of

life and his obedience to your commands; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading: Exodus 5:1-6:1 (Please be seated)

Reader: A reading from the book of Exodus.

Afterwards Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, ‘Thus says the Lord, the God of
Israel, “Let my people go, so that they may celebrate a festival to me in the wilderness.”’
But Pharaoh said, ‘Who is the Lord, that | should heed him and let Israel go? | do not know
the Lord, and | will not let Israel go.” Then they said, ‘The God of the Hebrews has revealed
himself to us; let us go a three days’ journey into the wilderness to sacrifice to the Lord our
God, or he will fall upon us with pestilence or sword.” But the king of Egypt said to them,
‘Moses and Aaron, why are you taking the people away from their work? Get to your
labours!” Pharaoh continued, ‘Now they are more numerous than the people of the land and
yet you want them to stop working!’ That same day Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters of
the people, as well as their supervisors, ‘You shall no longer give the people straw to make
bricks, as before; let them go and gather straw for themselves. But you shall require of them
the same quantity of bricks as they have made previously; do not diminish it, for they are lazy;
that is why they cry, “Let us go and offer sacrifice to our God.” Let heavier work be laid on
them; then they will labour at it and pay no attention to deceptive words.’

So the taskmasters and the supervisors of the people went out and said to the people,
‘Thus says Pharaoh, “I will not give you straw. Go and get straw yourselves, wherever you
can find it; but your work will not be lessened in the least.” ’ So the people scattered
throughout the land of Egypt, to gather stubble for straw. The taskmasters were urgent,
saying, ‘Complete your work, the same daily assignment as when you were given straw.’
And the supervisors of the Israelites, whom Pharaoh’s taskmasters had set over them, were
beaten, and were asked, ‘Why did you not finish the required quantity of bricks yesterday
and today, as you did before?’

Then the Israelite supervisors came to Pharaoh and cried, ‘Why do you treat your servants
like this? No straw is given to your servants, yet they say to us, “Make bricks!” Look how
your servants are beaten! You are unjust to your own people.” He said, ‘You are lazy, lazy;
that is why you say, “Let us go and sacrifice to the Lord.” Go now, and work; for no straw
shall be given you, but you shall still deliver the same number of bricks.” The Israelite
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supervisors saw that they were in trouble when they were told, ‘You shall not lessen your
daily number of bricks.” As they left Pharaoh, they came upon Moses and Aaron who were
waiting to meet them. They said to them, ‘The Lord look upon you and judge! You have
brought us into bad odour with Pharaoh and his officials, and have put a sword in their
hand to kill us.’

Then Moses turned again to the Lord and said, ‘O Lord, why have you mistreated this
people? Why did you ever send me? Since | first came to Pharaoh to speak in your name,
he has mistreated this people, and you have done nothing at all to deliver your people.’
Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Now you shall see what | will do to Pharaoh: Indeed, by a
mighty hand he will let them go; by a mighty hand he will drive them out of his land.’

Reader: The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God

Psalm
Reader: Let us pray together the words of Psalm 120.

1 When | was in trouble, | called to the Lord; *
| called to the Lord, and he answered me.

2 Deliver me, O Lord, from lying lips *
and from the deceitful tongue.

3 What shall be done to you, and what more besides, *
O you deceitful tongue?

4 The sharpened arrows of a warrior, *
along with hot glowing coals.

5 How hateful it is that | must lodge in Meshech *
and dwell among the tents of Kedar!

6 Too long have | had to live *
among the enemies of peace.

7 | am on the side of peace, *
but when | speak of it, they are for war.



1 Corinthians 14:20-33, 39-40 (rlease be seated)

Reader: A reading from the first book of Corinthians.

Brothers and sisters, do not be children in your thinking; rather, be infants in evil,
but in thinking be adults. In the law it is written,

‘By people of strange tongues

and by the lips of foreigners
| will speak to this people;
yet even then they will not listen to me,’

says the Lord. Tongues, then, are a sign not for believers but for unbelievers, while
prophecy is not for unbelievers but for believers. If, therefore, the whole church
comes together and all speak in tongues, and outsiders or unbelievers enter, will they
not say that you are out of your mind? But if all prophesy, an unbeliever or outsider
who enters is reproved by all and called to account by all. After the secrets of the
unbeliever’s heart are disclosed, that person will bow down before God and worship
him, declaring, ‘God is really among you.’ (CONTINUED)

What should be done then, my friends? When you come together, each one has a
hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for
building up. If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be only two or at most three, and
each in turn; and let one interpret. But if there is no one to interpret, let them be
silent in church and speak to themselves and to God. Let two or three prophets
speak, and let the others weigh what is said. If a revelation is made to someone else
sitting nearby, let the first person be silent. For you can all prophesy one by one, so
that all may learn and all be encouraged. And the spirits of prophets are subject to
the prophets, for God is a God not of disorder but of peace.

(As in all the churches of the saints, So, my friends, be eager to prophesy, and do
not forbid speaking in tongues; but all things should be done decently and in order.

Reader: The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.



Mark 9:42-50 (Please stand as you are able)

Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

‘If any of you put a stumbling-block before one of these little ones who believe in me,
it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you
were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better
for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the
unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for
you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell., And if your
eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of
God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their
worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.

‘For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how
can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.’

Deacon or Priest: The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, Lord Christ



