Tuesday, January 30"

COLLECT: (Remain Standing)
O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples
of the earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where
we may see your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 21:1-21 (Please be seated)

Reader: A reading from the book of Genesis.

The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as he had promised.
Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of which God had
spoken to him. Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. And
Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded
him. Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. Now Sarah said,
‘God has brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me.” And she said,
‘Who would ever have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet | have borne
him a son in his old age.’

The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac
was weaned. But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to
Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. So she said to Abraham, ‘Cast out this slave woman
with her son; for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit along with my son Isaac.” The
matter was very distressing to Abraham on account of his son. But God said to Abraham,
‘Do not be distressed because of the boy and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah
says to you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be named after
you. As for the son of the slave woman, | will make a nation of him also, because he is your
offspring.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and
gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she
departed, and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba.

When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. Then she
went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot; for she
said, ‘Do not let me look on the death of the child.” And as she sat opposite him, she lifted
up her voice and wept. And God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to
Hagar from heaven, and said to her, ‘What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God
has heard the voice of the boy where he is. Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with
your hand, for | will make a great nation of him.” Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a
well of water. She went, and filled the skin with water, and gave the boy a drink. (continue)



God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became an expert
with the bow. He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a wife for him from

the land of Egypt.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God

Psalm

Reader: Let us pray together the words of Psalm 61.

1 Hear my cry, O God, *
and listen to my prayer.

2 | call upon you from the ends of the
earth

with heaviness in my heart; *

set me upon the rock that is higher than I.

3 For you have been my refuge, *
a strong tower against the enemy.

4 1 will dwell in your house for ever; *
| will take refuge under the cover of your
wings.

5 For you, O God, have heard my vows; *
you have granted me the heritage of those
who fear your Name.

6 Add length of days to the king's life; *
let his years extend over many
generations.

7 Let him sit enthroned before God for
ever; *
bid love and faithfulness watch over him.

8 So will I always sing the praise of your
Name, *
and day by day I will fulfill my vows.



Hebrews 11:13-22 (piease be seated)

Reader: A reading from the book of Hebrews.

All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw
and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for
people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been
thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But
as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to
be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac. He who had received the promises
was ready to offer up his only son, of whom he had been told, ‘It is through Isaac that
descendants shall be named after you.” He considered the fact that God is able even to raise
someone from the dead—and figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. By faith Isaac
invoked blessings for the future on Jacob and Esau. By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of
the sons of Joseph, ‘bowing in worship over the top of his staff.” By faith Joseph, at the end of
his life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave instructions about his burial.

Reader: The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL

John 6:41-54 (Please stand as you are able)

Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, ‘l am the bread that came
down from heaven.’ They were saying, ‘Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father
and mother we know? How can he now say, “I have come down from heaven”?’ Jesus
answered them, ‘Do not complain among yourselves. No one can come to me unless drawn
by the Father who sent me; and | will raise that person up on the last day. It is written in the
prophets, “And they shall all be taught by God.” Everyone who has heard and learned from
the Father comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from
God; he has seen the Father. Very truly, | tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. | am
the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the
bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. | am the living
bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever; and the
bread that | will give for the life of the world is my flesh.’

The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, ‘How can this man give us his flesh to
eat?’ So Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, | tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man
and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood
have eternal life, and | will raise them up on the last day;

Deacon or Priest: The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, Lord Christ



